University of the Mountains




The Penelope Gandhi Mission is one of the pioneering projects of
University of the Mountains, an official member of the Mountain
Partnership of the United Nationgood and Agriculture Organisatior
The University of the Mountains is a voluntary, ranofit charity set
up in Crete in 2007 by Professor of Ophthalmology loannis Pallika
academics of the University of Crete and major foreign universities
Intellectuals, artisans, shepherds, farmers and folk craftsmen of ru
Crete, with the aim of preserving and studying the way of life of
mountain communities.

It is a way of life that as a whole, as social expression and daily lift
obeys the ageld relationship between nature and people, social
relationships and ways of gaining one's living, through the revival
natural sources of wealth, discouraging the abandonment of villag
nonexhaustion of natural riches, striking a balance between water
wildlife, forests, animals and birds, and developing a sewalle, high
value economy
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Why the name Penelope Gandhi?

Penelope is the greatest weaver of antigthty,eternal Symbol of
loyalty who lived her entire life at her loom.

The world of the lliad and Odyssey is full of noble women and
princesses who wove items for their homes.

The craft of weaving was an emblem of their lives.

Through the loom she showed her devotion, her love and her
multifaceted, ingenious thoughts. On the loom she unfolded her act
and emotions, waiting patiently for Odysseus' return.

Mahatma Gandhi was chosen because the great Indian's love for al
personal engagement with Weaving was a social stance against

homogeneity and alienation from cloth, the first material that is wrag:
around us.
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The team of the Penelope Gandhi Mission consists of women weavers ar
people familiar with the culture of tleacred art of weavindogether with
many volunteers.

We are backed by international representatives of the arts and sciences.
Dean Eleni Glykatzi Arveler is leading us all.

Other supporters include Greek university professors anekwein
academics from Europe and America, and major figures in the field of folk
experience and knowledge.

Supporting institutions are the University of Crete, the Schools of
Architecture and Agriculture of the Technological Educational Institute of
Crete, all the Municipalities and Schools of Crete, the Hellenic Folklore
Research Centre of the Academy of Athens, the Benaki Museum, the
Heraklion Archaeological Museum and the European School of Heraklion
We are associated with and work with women acclaimed for their scientifi
and social work from Palestine, Iran and India.
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The Mission team encourages the people of Crete to take up the thread of this a
divine art, as an element that connects and reconciles people with themselves,
nature and with other people, not only in Crete but all over the world.
The philosophy of th€enelope Gandhi Missions not simply an attempt to revive a
abandoned, dying art. Our aim is teeealuate the sacred art of Weaving, to highlig
its place in every dimension of human existence and to return it to the modern cr
and productive field, while the servants of the weaver's art are still alive to teach
wonderful secrets to the young generation.
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ThePenelope Gandhi Mission teanfior the past 10 years has:

o o To Do Do

o o T >

recorded, utilised, preserved and promoted the riches of Weaving.

created Weaving Faculties / Homes across Greece.

made audio and video recordings of meetings with women masterers, weaving
techniques, tools, materials, decorations and motifs.

iIntervened creatively in society, developing srsakle, higkvalue economies and
new cottagandustry forms of production.

made Greek and Cretan culture international again, connecting it to the world
culture, art and science, and placing the Cretan art of weaving on thel@qresto

Intangible Cultural Heritage List.

sowed flax, farmed silk, processed wool and produced handmade yarn.

used natural plant and mineral dyes and porphyry, faithfully continuing the pra
of Cretan women since the timelinos.

created numbered, certified textiles and cloth and recreated textiles inspired b
Minoan art, for sale on the international market, to museums and private colle
had scientists in a variety of fields teach primrasenool children the holy Cretan a
of Weaving, which has been successfully incorporated as an elective subject i
flexible curriculum, in cooperation with the Greek Ministry of Education.
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Pedagogical intervention

46th Elementary school of Heraklion,
European education sx:hool of Hg,rakllon.
Mojres, Heraw pril 1, 2016
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Teaching students how to produce wool

threadsPalaiaRoumataChania
May 2015
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| : Ceremony of the Flax
} Penelope Gandhi team
Heraklion June 21, 2015
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Exh|b|t|on at the Basilica of Saint Marcus,

Heraklion, DecembeR013
17 days 54 speeches35speakersl.200students
12 OOOVISI'[OI’S, 3.500people asking to weave again
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Penelope Gandhi at tiisenaki Museum,

Athens, NovembemDecember 2013
57 days, 20 speakers,
5.000 students, 30.000 visitors
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Weavers from all over Crete weavini
at theBenaki Museum, Athens

@ Ekaterina S. Mantzakou



H NnveAdn Gandhi
oT10 ApxaioAoyiké Mouaoeio
HpakAgiou

24 Maiou £wc kai 20 louviou

THE DAY IS TODAY

WWW.PANOREON.GR



